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sensors, and it will coated in lab grown human 
tissue. 
According to Professor Jolanda Kluin, University 
of Amsterdam, “the hybrid heart could create the 
first ever solution for end stage heart failure” 
(quoted from the article in Mirror). 
This hybrid heart will be driven by either fluid or 
air, and powered by a small battery implanted 
inside the patient.  The battery will be charged 
wirelessly from a close power source worn in the 
patient’s clothing.  This energy transfer will allow 
freedom for the patient to take a shower or maybe 
even go for a short swim since the internal battery 
charge will last about an hour. 
Professor Kluin’s team is patenting three soft 
heart prototypes and will determine which of the 
three will work the best.  For more information, go 
to: 
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/worlds-first-
soft-robotic-heart-21338696 
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Message from Stan Smith, President 
With Ground Hog Day just a few days away, I’m 
hoping for a cloudy day and an early spring – 
the older I get, the less I like cold weather .   
Of course when one thinks of spring, the 
Celebration of Life Picnic comes to mind.  The 
Picnic committee will hold the first planning 
meeting next week.  I would encourage you to 
start thinking about a design for the picnic T-
shirt – more information coming soon. 

Hybrid Heart 
I recently saw a link on Facebook to an article 
entitled ‘World’s first totally robotic heart will 
end need for transplants in 10 years’.  Being 
intrigued with the headline, I checked it out. 
A Dutch surgeon is working in partnership with 
the British Heart Foundation to transplant a 
‘hybrid heart’ into a person by 2028.  The hybrid 
heart will be made of soft artificial muscles and  
 

UAB HEART, LUNG AND LIVER TRANSPLANT SUPPORT GROUP 
Release Form 

I give permission for my name, transplant number and transplant date to be used by the UAB Heart, Lung and Liver 
Transplant Support Group for inclusion in the monthly Newsletter and Support Group Scrapbook.  I understand that this 
information will be used only for official Support Group activities.  

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transplant Type _______________________________Transplant Date ____________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________________State________________Zip___________________________ 

Phone Number_________________________________Email____________________________________________ 

Signature________________________________________Date__________________________________________ 

SUPPORT GROUP MEETING FOR FEBRUARY 2020 
This month’s dinner/meeting will be at Seasons 52, 245 Summit Blvd, at the Summit, just 
off Highway 280, on Saturday, February 22nd at 4:45 PM.  Please RSVP by 12 N on the 
21st  – call and leave a message at 205-655-3151, or email to heartlungkid1@gmail.com. 

               
The new heart & lung transplant recipients 

No new release forms 
 

HAPPY HEART AND LUNG DAY! 
(February) 

(H) Maxine Westmoreland ‘86 
(H) Jimmy Wallis ‘88 
(H/K) Steve R. Carroll (H/K 8/07) ‘92 
(H) Richard J. Brand ‘95 
(H) Mary J. Davis ‘96 
(H) Douglas J. Weseli ‘97 
(H) Billy Campbell (1st & 2nd)  ‘97 
(H) William R. Parrish ‘97 
(H) Clarice Powell ‘98 
(H) Willie M. Burks, Jr. ‘00 
(L) Alice M. Marshall ‘00 
(H) Harvel Anthony Douglas ‘03 
(H) Leon M. Jackson, Jr. ‘03 
(H) George W. Geren ‘05 
(H) Twain Heaton ‘06 
(H) Stephen Harrell ‘09 
(L) Gretchen S. Orr ‘09 
 
 
 

(L) Bennie L. Jernigan ‘10 
(L) John L. Denson ‘11 
(H) Robert Boyer ‘12 
(H/K) Jeremiah Crapps (1st 7/95) ‘13 
(H) MacKenzie Dively (Ped) ‘13 
 

               
The new liver transplant recipients are: 

No new release forms 
 

HAPPY LIVER DAY! 
(February) 

Megan Muzer ‘94 
Jimmy Evans ‘96 
Donald Brady ‘98 
Clarence Salyers ‘98 
John Pinion ‘00 
Nupur Kapoor ‘01 
Mark H. Whitt ‘03 
Fran Allred ‘03 
(LIV/K) Barb Rothman ‘03 
Emma Barnes ‘06 
Pamela B. Johnson ‘06 

 

 

Thomas Ray Woodward ‘08 
Frank Ramey ‘09 
Phyllis Marchman ‘09 
Johnny L. Waites ‘11 
Jane Goddard ‘12 
Patricia Diane Ponder ‘13 
Rebecca Bell ‘13 
Neil Bruyn ‘14 
Neftali Medina Riutort ‘16 
Glenda Atchley ‘17 

               
The new kidney transplant recipients are: 

No new release forms 
 

HAPPY KIDNEY DAY! 
(February) 

Elizabeth McIlwain (2nd 1/94)  ‘87 
Guy Mitchell ‘08 
Jennifer Kujan ‘17 
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Remembering Austin Ledbetter 

Not often do I see something on Facebook that 
really affects me like the message from January 
20th.  I saw a post from Stephanie Ledbetter that her 
son, Austin, has passed away, and immediately my 
emotions began streaming down my cheeks.  The 
first time that I saw Austin was at the spring picnic in 
1998 – he had his first heart transplant in June 1997 
when he was about 3 months old.  Over the years, I 
saw him and his family occasionally at pediatric 
events hosted UAB.   
In 2002, he became part of Team Alabama and 
attended his first Games at Walt Disney World as 
one of several pediatric transplant recipients.  He 
went on to win a number of medals at subsequent 
Games.  My favorite picture of him is from the 2010 
Transplant Games.  He was waiting on a second 
heart transplant at the time, but that did not stop him 
from competing, and winning several more medals!  
Here he had decorated his wheel chair with 
Alabama flags and was doing wheelies. 

 
He went on to have a second heart transplant in 
2011 and a kidney in 2014. 
He loved the outdoors and liked to go deer hunting.  
I remember talking to him about hunting and he said 
that he had taken up crossbow hunting.  By this time 
he had grown into a young man sporting a red 
beard. 

  
One picture that Stephanie shared was him driving 
a big tractor.  I will say that he did more in his short 
22 years than some of us do in a lifetime.  I am 
thankful that I got to watch Austin grow from a baby 
into a handsome, active young man.  He will be 
missed. 

‘My Legacy Continues Thanks to an Organ Donor’ 
Checkout the newly designed Donor Recipient Shirt that 
the Legacy of Hope is using for a fund raising project.  
With the funds generated by the selling of the T-shirts, 
special gifts will be given to the Donor Families in addition 
to the Bronze Medallion now presented during the Donor 
Recognition Ceremony.   
If you would be interested in a T-shirt, the cost will be $12 
including shipping and handling (make checks payable to 
Legacy of Hope Educ. Fund).   
  Legacy of Hope 
  (Aftercare Department) 
  502 20th Street South 
  Birmingham, AL  35233 
You can also contact Jill Malone at the Legacy of Hope, 
205-801-7353. 

 

SCHEDULED EVENTS & FUTURE MEETINGS 
March 14, 2020 – Informal dinner meeting 
April 4, 2020 – Celebration of Life Picnic 
April 18, 2020 – Informal dinner meeting 
May 16, 2020 – Informal dinner meeting 
June 13, 2020 – Informal dinner meeting 
 

Please tear on the dotted line and return this form as soon as possible to: 
 
 
UAB Heart, Lung and Liver Transplant Support Group 
% Stan Smith 
5213 Peppertree Lane 
Trussville, AL 35173 

 

“All you need is love.  But a little chocolate now 
and then doesn’t hurt.” 

…Charles M. Schulz 
(From Brainyquote.com) 

Informal Dinner/Meeting 
Several of our group members get together for an 
informal dinner/meeting once a month.   
This month’s dinner meeting will be at Seasons 52, 245 
Summit Blvd, at the Summit, just off Highway 280, on 
Saturday, February 22nd at 4:45 PM. 
Any pre/post heart, lung or liver transplants and family, 

donor families, doctors, nurses and staff are welcome to 

join.  Please be sure to let us know that you plan to join 

in by calling Stan Smith at 205-655-3151 and leave a 

message. 

And remember to...

Remember to tell your story. 
 Stan Smith, President 
 5213 Peppertree Lane 
 Trussville, AL  35173 
 Phone 205-655-3151- please leave a message 
 Heartlungkid1@gmail.com 

mailto:Heartlungkid1@gmail.com

