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ROSE PARADE

Fall/Winter 2014
For Hannah Daye Ridling’s
family, being honored as an organ
donor on the 2015 Donate Life
Rose Parade Float is extra special.
New Year’s Day 2015 would have
been Hannah’s 21st birthday.
Hannah Ridling had a love for
animals and was an avid equestrian,
ranked nationally in the discipline
of Eventing. On May 23, 2010,
16-year-old Hannah fell from
the back of a moving vehicle and
suffered a fatal brain injury. As an
organ donor, her gifts gave three
people a second chance at life.
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“Our world was shattered,” says her mother Cathy. “Knowing how
loving and giving Hannah was in life, she would want to continue her
loving legacy in death.” Hannah’s family later found that she had said
“yes” to organ and tissue donation when she applied for her temporary
driver’s license. When Cathy had the opportunity to meet Hannah’s
double lung recipient, she felt it was an affirmation of the special gift
of life.
Artist rendering of 2015
Donate Life Float.

Memorialized on Hannah’s
headstone is a quote from an
English paper that she wrote on
January 7, 2010, two days before
registering to become an organ
donor. “Whenever I put aside my
own needs and put someone else’s
before my own, I feel like a better
person. Helping others adds to
your character. It gives you a
sense of accomplishment, peace,
and humbleness.”
Hannah’s floragraph that was
on the Donate Life Float
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The Alabama Organ Center dedicates itself to providing a better quality of life for those people
who require organ and tissue transplantation, while respecting those families who share.

